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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM, DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED, AND THE PLAN OF STUDY 
A former professor at Boston University once made a 
statement during one of his lectures that many children enter-
ing school for the first time begin as "vacuum-packed" pupils. 
This would be immediately denied by the parents of such 
children., as :well as a number of teachers. Some of these same 
peoplebelieve that all formal education of any kind should be 
introduced by only qualified teachers in a school plant. Many 
others feel that the parents could do more than they have done 
with the formal preschool education of a child in order to 
prepare him for future school experiences which must follow. 
The validity or these statements raise a questionable doubt 
which can only be resolved 1n research., such as is undertaken 
here. 
'!'HE ·PROBLEM 
Statement £! the problem. The purpose of this study 
is to find the differences., if any., in the opinions or parents 
and the primar,y grade teachers and principals of the elementar,y 
schools or Middletown., Rhode Island., as to the extent of pre-
school educational experiences that the children should acquire 
Boston University 
School of Education 
LibrarY. 
2 
before entering the first grade. The term "preschool educational 
experiences" refers to work done by the parents of the child, 
motivating his interest in various subjects, when he expresses a 
desire to learn or shows an interest about educational material. 
A further objective is to present the relationship be-
tween what the parents and the educators both believe concerning 
these preschool experiences of the child. This will be accom-
plished by the use of charts that will compare the responses as 
they are revealed by the questionnaires. 
Importance of ~ study. Everyone knows that the pre-
school child can learn, but few people realize the extent of his 
ability. A child should be given training at various age levels, 
this being determined by the best criteria available. Children 
do not just grow up; they are cultivated. It is . the parents' 
obligation to prepare the child with a firm foundation of educa-
tional principles. 1 
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 
Preschool educational experiences. These are various 
activities in which a child may participate, :tn order to establish 
a motivation for the learning situation which will follow. This 
lGeor§e D. St~dard, "Child Development ~ A New Approach 
to Educat1.en , School and Socie:!?Z, 49:33-38, January 14, 1939. 
should be done by parents, either when a child expresses 
interest in them, or when the parents believe that they are 
necessary and no interest is prevalent. 
Primary grade teachers. These are the public school 
teachers of grades one, t~Jo, and three. 
THE PLAN OF STUDY 
3 
The subject of this thesis was motivated by the 
tremendous increase in the interest by the parents of pre-
school children in early childhood education and training. 
The differences in opinion between educators and parents, if 
any, have often been debated but have never been resolved. 
This study is directed toward determining whether any differ-
ences exist, and if so, what they may be. 
A questionnaire was devised, after literature and 
studies pertain:tng to preschool education was reviewed. It 
conta ined various examples of subject matter experiences 
which could be applicable to children of preschool age, as 
evidenced by this review of literature. Some of the exper-
iences used were: Counting numbers and objects, learning the 
letters of the alphabet, naming the primary colors, singing 
simple songs, and taking trips to places of historical and 
geographical interest. 
RECIPIENTS OF THE ~UESTIONNAIRE 
Quest ionnaires were sent to three groups of parents 
and a group of educators. The divisions in the parental 
groups were as follows: those who had children of both 
school and preschool age; parents with all their children 
attending school; and those with all t .heir chi ldren at 
preschool ages. The educators consisted of public school 
teachers of the primary grades and principals of these 
schools. A total of 337 questionnaires were sent to these 
people. 
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These questionnaires were sent out during the first 
week of February, 1957. The number of questionnaires sent 
out and the number of returns received are shown in Table 1. 
All of the results have been tabulated and reported in the 
form of tables . 
A copy of the letter and questionnaire sent to the 
participants of this study may be found in Appendix A and 
Appendix B. 
TABLE I 
THE NUMBER OF Q.UESTIONNAIRES SENT 
TO THE PARENTSJ PRINCIPALS# AND PRIMARY 
GRADE TEACHERS OF MIDDLETOWN# RHODE ISLANDJ AND 
THE NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF RE'rURNS 
Number Number 
Sent Returned 
Parents with children 
of both school and 
preschool age. 100 86 
Parents with all their 
children attending 
school. 100 73 
Parents with all their 
children of prescho01 
45 ages. 100 
Principals and primary 
34 grade teachers. 37 
Totals 337 238 
5 
Percent 
Returned 
86~ 
13'1> 
45'1> 
91.9% 
70.6~ 
6 
A total of 70.6~ of the 337 questionnaires were re-
turned. One factor involved in obtaining returns should be 
pointed out. Because some families, attached to the u. s. 
Navy, were in the process of moving during the ttme of this 
survey, they did not send back their replies. 
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
There are certain limitations in this study. Not all 
the families of Middletown, Rhode Island were included in 
the survey. Also, this study was made in one town only, and 
did not extend to any other towns or cities. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Much material has already been written concern1.ng the 
preschool training of a child according to the social 
amenities which modern society deems basic and necessary. 
Little emphasis has b~en placed upon basic preschool subject 
training, however, although many educators have expressed 
their beliefs in the value of such experiences in the child's 
training at home. A consensus of the research will here be 
given. 
IMPORTANCE OF THE EARLY YEARS 
The years from birth to the age of reason are ones of 
great physical activity and when the drive for self discovery 
is at its peak. Once it was thought that children just grew, 
but now it is evident that these are the early stages of 
learning and are very important, so they can no longer be 
ignored.2 
2J. L. Hymes, Jr., "New -Comer: Early Childhood 
Education", Peabody Journal of Education, 27:266-269, 
March, 1950. 
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It has been found that children score higher in 
standardized achievement tests than their parents did. One 
reason is because parents are more educated today, and they 
make "home a place where curiosity is stimulated and 
encouraged until it ripens into. interest" .3 This also 
helps the child to learn the three R1 s when he gets to school. 
It can be stimulated further by the parent answering the 
child's queries to the best of his ability, by taking the 
child on trips to stores and other places of interest, and 
by reading to the child. "Favorable preschool experiences -
together with an attitude for positive expectancy toward 
school - constitute a promising prelude to success 1n the 
early school years."4 
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 
Children who have had much attention and conversation 
develop more rapidly in language during preschool years than 
children without this experience. Inadequate or defective 
example and lack or being talked to will rob a child of his 
3Harold G. Shane, "Do Parents Teach the 3 R1s?" 
National Parent Teacher Magazine, 51:4-6, October, 1956. 
4R. M. Strang, "Preschool Prelude to School Success", 
National Parent Teacher Magazine, 50:19-21, April, 1956. 
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model for imitation, and of a motive for practice.5 His 
growth in vocabulary depends upon his environment, his parents, 
and the extent of experiences to which he is exposed. For 
example, a child can speak in sentences of three to five words 
between the ages of two and one half to four years. At age 
four, the complete sentence stage should have been reached, 
wherein sentences become more definite and complex, and are 
comprised of six to eight words.6 The first parts of speech 
learned are nouns, followed by verbs in the present tense. 
The last parts of speech learned are conjunctions. Most 
children are content with the use of the simple future and 
simple past tenses.? 
The source of speech defects are also found in the home. 
When a child is ridiculed and his attempts at speech are 
interrupted, a self-conscious state may develop into a speech 
defect. If parents condone baby talk by the child, and if they 
repeat his mispronunciations when talking · to him, he may still 
speak unintelligently when entering school. · Since ·speech 
defects are rooted in some emotion~l maladjustment, they 
become the product of the child's entire way of living, and are 
5Marion E. Breckenridge and E. Lee Vincent, Child 
Development, (Philadelphia: w. B. Saunders Co., 1949) P. 405-4o6. 
6Luella Cole and J. · J: B. Morgan, P&!chologi of Child-
hood ~Adolescence (New York: Rinehart an Co., 9l7) p. 339. 
7 Ibid. p. 350. 
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very difficult to remedy.8 
ART AND MUSIC SKILLS 
A definite interest in art can be instilled in the 
child as early as two years or age. Learning color percep-
tion, color diserimina.tion, and naming of colors can begin at 
this time. The use of blocks and pans will help to teach the 
perceptions of size, shape, and weight. 9 Th.~se experiences 
will help bolster the child's ability in later development of 
such skills as drawing a man with a head, torso, extremeties, 
eyes, and nose.10 
' At this same age level, a child sings songs though 
not on pitch. He has a penchant for rhythmical equipment 
such as a swing or a rocking chair. This rhythm carries over 
into the tapping of feet, swinging or anns, .nodding or head, 
swaying, and bending of knees in a bouncing motion. While 
walking to music, he likes to hold something such as a block, 
or his mother' a hand. When listening to ~. records, he is 
interested in the operation of the record machine. 11 
· a ~· p. 351. 
9winifred Rand and others, Growth and Develotment of 
the Young Child (Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders co.,946) P7 311. 
10Arnold Gesell and Ilg. The Child from Five to Ten 
(New York: Harper Bros., 1946) p.-66. ----
11Arnold Gesell and Ilg·. Infant and Child Behavior 
(Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Co., 194'6)p. 168. 
11 
At a later age, he will pick out tunes on a piano. He 
Likes to play his own records on a record machine. He also 
enjoys a combination of words and music which tell a story. 
He may sing a song with accompanying music, or dance to it.l2 
READINESS FOR READING 
Making friends with books at an early age helps to 
encourage self-expression, develop language and vocabulary, 
acquire infonnation, spark creative thinking, and form an 
appreciation of good literature.l3 It 1s the responsibility 
of the parent to see that a child has the opportunity to 
become familiar with the best books (for ages two to six) 
which afford him much pleasure. The taste of good literature, 
if established early, will continue through the reading years.l4 
Many skills relating to reading can be acquired during 
the first five years. Examples of these are learning to 
listen, looking carefully, remembering, and interpreting. An 
important part of reading readiness to be taught here is the 
habit of reading from left to right. Pictures can be identified, 
12oesell, ~· cit., p. 83 (The Child ~Five to Ten). 
l3L. Galesdorfer, "Preschool Child ~d - Books", Sight-
Saving Review, 26:33-37, Spring, 1956. · 
14The 46th Yearbook of National Society for the Study of 
Education, Part II, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1947) 
p. 307. 
12 
stories can be told through pictures, and skills of paging 
through a book and holding it right side ·. up can be learned. 
LEARNING TO COUNT 
The interest for learning about numbers is at its peak 
after three years of age. Then work can ·be ' done with numbers 
which will have some mean.1ng. 15 The child then can compare 
two objects, and is able to count to three.16 Later, at age 
five, he is able to count o.bJects, copy numbers, and write 
some f~om dictation. He can also identify a penny, nickel, 
and a dime. The child attempts to add or subtract with or 
without fingers or objects.17 
DEVELOPMENT OF WORK HABITS 
Every preschool child needs as much responsibility as 
he can take. Doing something all by htmself gives him a 
sense of accomplishment and a deep satisfaction. When he 
starts school, he will find something else to do upon 
15Rand, ~· ~., P. 314-315. 
16aesell, .2£.· cit., p. 55 (~Child ~Five to Ten). 
17 Gesell, £2.• cit., p. 84 (The Child ~ Five !.Q_ Ten). 
finishing one task.18 This is evidenced in a report by 
Luella Cole: 
13 
If an adult has the wrong outlook on work, the child 
may find it distasteful. When a ehild hates work, he has 
derived his attitude from adult teaching. The important 
factor is the attitude toward the activity. An easy job 
can be unpleasant to one who hates it, whereas a most 
difficult task can be pleasureable to the one absorbed 1n 
it. With the proper outlook, a child can develop good 
habit::J and expect to overcome any thwarting situation that 
presents itself. The presence or an obstacle will merely 
stimulate him to work harder and overcome the challenge.19 
Thus he gains the habit of persisting at any task he meeta 1 
and soon he learns the habit of success in most of his work. 
-=--· 
"The school might well recognize that .home and school 
methods are not necessarily in conflict and that they can be 
used together advantageously. "20 
18 ·~ -Strang, op. cit., p. 20. 
19 . . 
Cole, op. cit., p. 240-241. 
20aesell, op. ~., p. 82 (The Child from Five to Ten). 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
In this chapter is presented the tabulation of the 
\ 
results of the study as obtained from questionnaires sent 
to the primary grade teachers and principals of the public 
schools of Middletown, Rhode Island, and parents living 1n 
that town. This data shows the opinions of the recipients 
concerning preschool training of children. 
In the following charts, Group I is composed of re-
plies received from parents who have children of both 
school age and preschool age; Group II consists of the 
responses of parents with !.ll_ their children in school; 
Group III comprises the returns from parents who have no 
children attending school, as yet; and the answers given by 
the teachers and principals are contained 1n Group IV. 
RESPONSES CONCERNING ARITHMETICAL EXPERIENCES 
Table IIa shows the percentages of answers to the 
question; "Do you believe parents should encourage the 
following arithmetical experiences in a preschool child when 
the child expre.sses interest in them?" 
TABLE IIa 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING ARITHMETICAL 
EXPERIENCES . FOR CHILDREN SHOWING INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
-
1. Counting 
numbers 
from 1-10 97'% 3~ 9~ ~ 100~ 97% 3'/o 
2. Counting 
objects 
6'/o from 1-10 9~ '% 94~ 100'% -- 10~ 
3. Recognizing 
types of 
money used 89% 11~ 9~ 5~ 100% 97% 3% 
Table IIb reveals the percentages of replies to the 
question, "Do you believe parents should train ·preschool 
children in the following arithmetical experiences when the 
child shows no interest in them?" 
TABLE IIb 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING ARITHMETICAL 
TRAINING FOR CHILDREN SHOWING. NO INTEREST 
15 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
1. Counting 
numbers 
from 1-10 
2. counting 
objects 
from 1-10 
3. Recognizing 
types of 
money used 
Yes No Yes No Yes 1!£ Yea No 
63~ 37% 68~ 32~ 49% 51~ 62~ 38~ 
41% 59% . 53~ 47~ 33~ 67~ 24% 76'/o 
16 
The figures show a high percent of positive responses 
in the categories of Table IIa: whereas, in Table IIb, a 
definite decline is evident , 1;n the positive responses, and a 
decided increase in the negative column. This reveals that 
most of the respondents agree to preschool arithmeti~al 
experiences for the interested child, while approximately one 
half of those polled would not train a disinterested child 
in these areas~ There was no decided difference in the 
opinions of the educators and the parents in Table IIa, but 
Table IIb shows that fewer teachers than parents would 
educate a disinterested child in items 1 and 3. 
RESPONSES CONCERNING EXPERIENCES IN ART 
The percentages of answers to the question, "Do you 
believe parents should encourage the following experiences 
in art in a preschool child, when the child expresses an 
interest in them?u, are shown in Table IIIa. 
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TABLE IIIa 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING JL~T EXPERIENCES 
FOR CHILDREN SHOWING INTEREST 
Group I Group II Grou:o III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes No 'Yes No 
1. Naming the 
primary 
96% colors 4% 95% ~ 100% -- 100% 
2. Recognizing 
the primary 
colors 97% 3% 97% 3% 100% 100% 
3. Practicing 
with art 
materials 91% 9% 93% 7% 95% 5% 97% 3% 
The percentages of repli~s to the question, "Do you 
believe parents should train pre school children in the 
following experiences in art, when the child sho\'JS no 
interest in them?", are revealed in Table IIIb. 
TABLE IIIb 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING ART TRAIN~NG 
FOR CHILDREN SHOWING NO INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
1. Naming the 
primary 
colors 63% 37% 71% 29% 51% 49% 68% 32% 
2. Recognizing 
the primary 
7CYfo 30% 1'2% 28% 53% 47% 68% 32% colors 
3. Practicing 
with art 
materials 42% 58% 54%' 46% 30% 70% 47% 53% 
18 
In Table IIIa, the r e sponses show that all groups are 
in favor of giving the interested child these experiences 
in art. Table IIIb shows that at least 50% of each group 
would train childr•en to name and recognize the primary colors 
even though no interest is evidents while a lower percentage 
would allow t hem to use art materials under the same circum-
stances. In both tables, there is no noticeable difference 
in the opinions of the parents versus the educators. 
RESPONSES CONCERNING READING EXPERIENCES 
Table IVa show s the percentages of answers to the 
question, "Do you believe that parents should encourage the 
. . 
following experiences in reading in a preschool child when 
the child expresses interest in them?" 
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TABLE lVa 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING EXPERIENCES 
IN READING FOR CHILDRBJI SHOWilfG INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes Ho Yes No 
- -
1. Reading of 
stories to 
the child 98~ 2,; 9~ ~ 10~ 
--
10~ 
-
2. Showing and 
discussing 
pictures in 
97~ 3~ 9~ ~ 10~ l<XY.' the books --
3. Pointing out 
that all reading 
material goes 
from left to 
right · 84,; 1~ 9~ 1~ 93,; 7,; 94~ 6,; 
4. Learning the 
letters of the 
alphabet 86~ 1-~ 93~ 7~ 98,; ~ 91~ ~ 
5· Recognizing the letters of the 
alphabet 83,; 17~ 93~ 7~ 98,; 2$ 94~ 6,; 
6. Coaparing shapes 
and sizes ot 
letters in words 63~ 37~ 83~ 17~ 84~ 1~ 76~ 24~ 
1· Retelling of 
stories correctly 
84~ 16~ 91~ ~ 97~ 3!i by the child 8&,i 2<>.' 
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In Table IVb is shown the responses .to the question 1 
''Do you believe parents · should train preschool children in the 
following experiences in reading, when their child expresses 
no interest 1n them?" 
TABLE IVb 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING TRAINING IN READING 
FOR CHILDREN SHOWING NO INTEREST 
Group I . Group II Group III Group IV 
1 • Reading of 
stories to the 
Yes No Yes No Yes 
- -
No Yes No 
--
child 6~ 38~ 7~ 21~ 6~ 4~ 85~ 15~ 
2. Showing and 
discussing the 
pictures in the 
book 6~ 3~ 76~ 24~ 7~ · 3~ 80% 2~ 
3 • Pointing out 
that all reading 
material goes 
from left to 
right 41~ 5~ 67~ 33~ 4~ 6~ 3~ 68~ 
4. Learning the 
letters of the 
alphabet 37~ 63~ 63~ 37~ 38~ 6~ 15~ 8~ 
. ' 
5· Recognizing the 
letters of the 
alphabet 3~ 68~ 57~ 43~ 36~ 64~ 2~ 8~ 
6. Comparing the 
shapes and sizes 
ot letters in 
the words 14~ 86~ 5~ 5~ 13~ 87~ 1~ 9~ 
7. :Retelling of 
stories correctly 
by the child 28~ 7~ 5~ 44~ 33~ 67~ 24~ 7~ 
2'1 
All groups favor encouraging the reading of stories to 
- ·. 
the child and showing and discussing pictures in the books to 
an interested child, as is shown in Table IVa. A lower 
percentage ot the groups believe that the child showing no 
interest 1n these experiences should be exposed to them. 
Groups II, III, and IV agree that the child showing 
interest in the tact that all reading material goes from left 
to right, and the learning and the recognizing the letters ot 
the alphabet, should be encouraged to learn these factors. A 
slightly l ower percentage or Group I are in agreement with 
these other groups. 
In Table IVb, however, the percentages in favor of 
the~e experiences are very low, especially inthe opinions of 
Groups I, I II, and IV. 
In t he last two items of Table IVb, comparing shapes 
and sizes of the letters 1n words, and retelling stories 
correctly by the child, show a higher percentage of parents 
and educators 1n all groups favoring the encouragement or 
these experiences with interested children. When children 
show no interest 1n these reading experiences, a much lower 
percentage of each group would attempt to train them in these 
phases of reading, as is seen in Table IVb. There is no 
appreciable difference between the opinions of parents and 
educators concerning reading experiences, as is indicated by . 
the responses shown. in. these tables. 
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RESPONSES CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH LANGUAGE 
The percentages of the answers to the question, "Do 
you believe pare.nta should encourage the following language 
experiences in a preschool child, when the child expresses 
interest in, them?'' are revealed in Table va. 
TABLE Va 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH 
LANGUAGE FOR CHILDREN SHOWING INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
1. Having 
informal 
conversation 
with the 
Yes No Yea No Yes 
-- ---- - __,_ 
child 93% 7% 97% 3% 98% 
2. Hearing 
grammati cally 
correct 
speech i n 
the home 96% 4% 98% 2% 100% 
3 • Allowing the 
child t o tell 
of · tbinga 
that ··he has 
experiences 10~ 10~ -- 10~ 
4. Having the 
child learn 
to print his 
n~e 95% ~ 97% 3% 100% 
No Yes No 
- -
2% 97% 3% 
-- 100% 
-- 100% 
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Table Vb reveals the percentages or answers to the 
question~ "Do you believe that parents should train the pre-
school child in the rollowing language experiences when the 
child expresses no interest in them?" 
TABLE Vb 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WI'l'H 
LANGUAGE ·FOR CHILDREN SHOWING NO IN'TEREsT 
1. Having 
informal 
conversation 
with the 
Group I GrouR I~ Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes 
- -
child 66~ 34~ 8~ 18~ 76~ 24~ 94~ 6~ 
2. Hearing 
grammatically 
correct 
speech in 
the home 87~ 13~ 84~ 16~ 84~ 16; 97~ 3~ 
3. Allowing the 
child to tell 
of things 
that ·he has 
experienced 6~ 31; 76~ 24~ 67~ 33~ 94~ 6~ 
4. Having the 
child learn 
to prirlt his 
~ame 5~ 48~ 63~ 37~ 42~ 58~ 24~ 76~ 
According to the results of Table Va~ bo~h parents and 
teachers believe that a child who shows interest should be 
into~aily conversed with~ should hear grammatically correct 
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speech in his home 1 and should be allowed to tell of things 
that he has experienced. Educators and parents agreed upon 
the encouragement of the language experiences in this table, 
exeept that a lower percentage of teachers than parents 
believe that an interested child should be encouraged to learn 
to print his name. 
Table Vb shows that most principals and teachers believe 
that preschool children should have informal conversations 
with their parents, should hear grammatically correct speech 
in their homes, and should be allowed to tell of their exper-
iences, even though no interest is evident 1n the children. 
The majority ottbis same group, however, do not feel that a 
· disinterested child should be trained to print his name. 
More than half of each group of parents agree with the 
educators concerning the first three language experiences, 
but approximately fifty -percent of these groups believe that 
a child should be trained to print his name, if he is not 
interested in participating 1n this activity. 
RESPONSES CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH MUSIC 
In Table VIaJ the percentages revealed are rrom replies 
to the question, "Do you believe that parents should encourage 
the rollowing musical experiences 1n a preschool child, when 
the child expresses interest 1n them?" 
1. 
2. 
3. 
'!'ABLE VIa 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING _EXPERIENCES WITH 
MUSIC FOR CHILDREN· SHOWING I:NTEREST -
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
Singing 
simple 
100'% 98% 2$ 100'% 100% songs --
Allowing 
the child 
to play 
his own 
records on 
his own 
record 
machine 97t% 3~ 98~ 2% 93~ 7~ lOCY,i 
Practicing 
rhythmical 
responses 
to music 
as clapping, 
swaying, 
96% 4% 9~ . 10'% lOC>; 100~ rocking, etc. 
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Table VIb concerns the percentages or responses t o 
the question, "Do you believe that parents should train the 
preschool child in the following musical experiences, when 
the child expresses no interest in them?" 
1. 
2. 
3. 
TABLE VIb 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH 
MUSIC FOR CHILDREN SHOWING NO INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group 
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes 
- -
Singing 
simple 
48~ 61% songs 5~ 39% 51~ 49% 62~ 
Allowing 
the child 
to play 
his own 
records on 
his 01m 
record 
machine . 44~ 56% 56% 44% 42% 58% 41% 
Practicing 
rhythmical 
responses 
to :music 
as clapping, 
swaying, 
rocking, etc. 
4~ 5~ 46!£ 54,; 44,; 56% 35~ 
IV 
No 
38~ 
5~ 
65!£ 
A very high percentage or both parents and educators 
believe that preschool children who are interested in s~ple 
songs, playing records, and practicing rhythmical responses 
should be given encouragement by their parents eoneeming 
these experiences. Pertaining to the training or children or 
preschool age 1n these areas or music, approximately half or 
the parents in eaeh group; and less than half or the principals 
and teachers agree that a disinterested child should be 
trained in these experiences. 
RESPOHSES CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WI'l'H 
HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY 
The percentages 0f answers by parents and educators to 
the question, "Do you believe parents should encourage the . 
following experiences 1n history and geography in a preschool 
child, when the child shows interest in them?", are tabulated 
in Table VIta. 
The percentages 1n Table VIIb show the replies to the 
question, "Do you believe that parents should train the 
. . 
preschool child 1n the following experiences in histor.y and 
geography, when the child expresses no interest 1D them?" 
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'TABLE VIIb 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH 
HISTORY AND .GEOGRAPHY FOR CHILDREN 
SHOWING NO INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
YeS · No !!.! No Yes No Yes No 
- - - -
1. Taking trips 
to ·various 
places of ·.· ..... 
historical 
value 53~ 47~ 8~ 18~ ~~ 44~ 53~ 4~ 
2. Viewing places · 
of geographical 
interest as the 
beach, the 
mountains, the 
ocean, etc. 6~ 38~ 7c:1% 21~ 64~ 36~ 68~ 3~ 
Most of the parents and educators who were ineluded in 
this survey, believe that preschool children who show an, interest 
in the$e experiences 1n history and geography should be given 
the opportunity to take trips to places of historical value 
and to view places of geographical interest. If children do 
not show any interest in these areas, a lower percentage of 
parents and teachers believe they should be subjected to these 
trips. 
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RESPONSES CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH SCIENCE 
Table VIIIa reveals the percentages of the opinions of 
parents and educators relating to the question, "Do you 
believe parents should encourage the following experiences 1n 
science in a preschool child, when the child expresses interest 
in them?" 
TABLE VIIIa 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH 
SCIENCE FOR CHILDREN SHOWING IMTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes 
-
1. Having the 
How and Why 
questions 
answered to 
the best of 
the parents' 
abilities 97~ 3% 97~ 3~ 10~ 
2. Encouraging 
the child to 
be curious 77'/J 23'/J 89'/J 11~ 98~ 
No Yes No . 
10~ --
2'/J 97~ 3,; 
· . . _In :Table VIIIb, the percentages revealed are from 
replies to the question, "Do you believe that parents should 
train the :preschool child in the following experiences 1n 
Science, when the child expresses no interest in them?" 
TABLE VIIIb 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING EXPERIENCES WITH 
SCIENCE FOR CHILDREN SHOWING NO INTEREST 
Group I Orou;E II Group III Group IV 
Yes . No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
--- -
1. Having the 
How .. and Why 
questions 
answered to 
the best or 
the parents' 
abilities 61~ 3~ 7~ 2~ 6~ -~ 
2. Encouraging . 
the child to 
be curious 5~ 4~ 6~ 3~ 64~ 3~ 
68~ 32~ 
Practically all of the parents and teachers 1n this 
survey believe that interested preschool children should have 
the _How ~d Why questions answered by the parents to the best 
of the parents' abilities. Most or the educators~ and parents 
who have no children attending school, as yet, also believe 
that these children should be encouraged to be curious. 
When the question arose concerning training a disin-
terested child 1n these areas~ the percentages 1n each group 
decreased to approx~ately 6~ in favor of these experiences, 
with the exception or the group of educators whose percentages 
or responses was lower. 
RESPONSES CONCERNING WORK HABITS 
The percentages ot answers to the q~estion1 "Do you 
believe that parents should encourage the following work 
habits experiences in a preschool child, when the child 
expresses_ interest in them?•, are shown in Table IXa. 
TABLE IXa 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING WORK HABIT 
EXPERIENCES FOR CHILDREN SHOWING INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
- -
1. Providing 
si.mple ' tasks 
for the child 
to do. by 
himself 98~ ~ 98~ ~ 100~ 10~ 
2. Learning the 
proper 
attitude 
toward work 
by toll owing 
parental 
example 95~ ~ 93~ 7~ 98~ 
·Table IXb reveals the percentages ot replies to the 
question, _"Do you believe that parents should train the 
preschool child in the' following work habit experiences, when 
the child expresses no interest 1n them?" 
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TABLE IXb 
I 
PERCENTAGES OF ANSWERS CONCERNING WORK HABI'l' 
EXPERIENCES FOR CHILDREN SHOWING NO INTEREST 
Group I Group II Group III Group IV 
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
- -
1. Providing 
ample tasks 
~o·r the child 
to do ; by 
8~ 86% i4~ himself' · 11% 9~ 1~ 97~ 3~ 
2. Learning the 
proper 
att~tude 
toward work 
by f()llowing 
parental 
example 8~~ 16~ 83~ 17~ 87, 13~ 91~ ~ 
According to Table IXa, both parents and educators feel 
that _ the :.preschool child who shows interest in these experie~ es, 
should be encouraged to do things by himself, and to learn the 
prope~ attitude toward work. A slightly lower percentage of 
eacb. g;roup .believe that a disinterested child of preschool age 
should be trained in these work habit exper1emees, With the 
aid of his parents. 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
The problem of this study was to find the opinions of 
both parents and educators of Middletown, Rhode Island, 
concerning the extent of an education of a preschool child. 
A further objective was to reveal differences in the opinions 
of parents versus educators, if any existed. 
From the responses contained in the returned question-
naires, certain observations relating to the problem of this 
study have been made. In the following paragraphs, these 
general conclusions will be noted. 
In all areas that were covered by the questionnaire, 
there was a very high percentage of agreement concerning the 
encouragement of certain educational experiences 1n an 
interested child of preschool age, which should be done in 
the home by the parents. When the question arose concerning 
the training of a preschool child who expressed no interest 1n 
these experiences, the percentages of the groups 1n favor 
decreased. 
In the first part of the questionnaire alluding to 
arithmetical experiences, recognizing types of money used was 
the least favored of the suggested experiences for the 
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interested child, especially by the parents with children 
both of preschool age and school age. The same experience 
for a disinterested child drew a high negative response from 
all groups involved in the study. 
Naming and recognizing the primary colors and practicing 
with art materials were .noted as highly desirable experiences 
from the interested preschool child, but were less favored by 
all the groups tor the disinterested child. Parents, whose 
children are solely ot preschool age, reacted less favorably 
to these experiences for a disinterested child than did the 
other groups polled. 
In the section concerning. language experiences, a 
higher percentage or educators than parents believed that a 
disinterested ·· child should still hear correct speech in the 
home and have informal conversations with his parents. In all 
other cases, it. was observed that there was no appreciable 
differences in the opinions stated by the groups or parents 
and the group of principals and teachers in the various situa-
tions. 
Most groups felt that a disinterested child should not 
be subjected to training in such experiences as comparing the 
shapes and sizes of letters in words, learning to print his 
own name or learning and recognizing the letters of the alphabet. 
The percentages or the opinions of both parents and teachers 
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were very Similar. These same groups agreed that an inter-
ested child should be given as many of these experiences as 
he wishes to learn. 
Experiences with music for the interested child were 
approved very highly by all groups in the study. These same 
experiences would be given to disinterested children of 
preschool age by approximately half of the parents .and educa~ 
tors questioned, according to the findings presented in the 
tables concerning musical experiences. 
Field trips to places of historical value and geograph-
ical interest, and answering the How and Why questions of 
preschool children were considered favorable experiences for 
interested children by all groups. More than one-half of all 
the parents and educators questioned believed that even a 
disinterested child should be given these opportunities. There 
was no decided difference between the opinions of the parents 
and the educators, since percentages of the groups ~ere very 
similar. 
In the section concerning work habits, all groups 
agreed that providing simple tasks for a preschool child, and 
having him learn the proper attitude toward work by following 
parental example, were highly desirable experiences for both 
the interested and the disinterested child of preschool age. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
In this survey~ it was found that all the people who 
participated 1n the study, both parents and educators; believed 
that a child should receive some educational experiences 1n 
the home before beginning his first year at school. The extent 
of the scope or this education varied with the opinions of the 
individuals in all the groups concerned. 
Another conclusion which was drawn from the results of 
this study, was that the participants believed that a child 
should show some interest before he is given these educational 
experiences by his parents. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
It is felt that future study is necessary in this field 
in order to further substantiate these and other findings. In 
this manner, enough data may be gathered and compiled in such 
a way as to educate the parent concerning the preschool needs 
of his child. 
More surveys, similar to the one in this study, should 
be made 1n different parts of the United States, 1n both 
cities and towns. If it is possible, these surveys should be 
more extensive, covering a much greater percentage or the 
population of any area. 
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Af'ter such further research has been done, specif'ic 
conclusions can be. compiled· f'rom the responses of' this large 
number of both parents and educators. The conclusions could 
then be recorded in some f'o~ of' a pamphlet that may be used 
by parents in the future. 
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APPENDIX 
APPENDIX A 
Dear Parents: 
Linden School 
Middletown, R. I. 
February 6, 1957 
A research program is now being conducted in your 
school system concerning preschool education of children, 
under the auspices ot the Graduate Sehool at Boston 
University. Your cooperation is needed in order to assure 
reliable results. Your signature is not needed, and all 
information will remain confidential. 
Please answer the enclosed questionnaire, and return 
it to the Linden Schoo.l as soon as possible. In order to 
assure correct results, every question must be ansWered. 
We thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
Sincerely yours, 
Robert J. Cafarelli 
Joseph D. Gomes 
Graduate Students 
Boston University 
QUESTIONNAIRE: EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCES FOR PRESCHOOL CHILDREN IN THE HOME 
GENERAL INFORMATION: Please check yes or no in each column. 
l. Arithmetic 
Counting numbers from 1 - 10 
Counting objects from l - 10 
Recognizing types of money used 
2. Drawing 
Naming the primary col ors 
Recognizing the primary color a 
Practicing with art materials 
3. Reading 
Reading of stories to the child 
Showing and discussing pictures in 
books 
Do you believe parents should 
encourage the following ex-
periences in a preschool child, 
when the child expresses in-
terest in them? 
Yes~ No_ 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No 
Yes_No_ 
Yes _No_ 
Pointing out that all reading material 
goes from left to right Yes_No_ 
Learning the letters of the alphabet 
Comparing shapes and sizes of the 
letters in words 
Yes _No_ 
Yes No 
--
Do you believe parents 
should train preschool 
children In the following 
subjects, when the child 
expresses no interest in 
them? 
Yes_ No 
Yes No 
Yes_ No 
Yes No 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes No_ 
-
Yes_ No_ 
3. Reading (cont'd.) 
Recognizing the letters of the 
alphabet 
Retelling of stories correctly by 
the child 
4. Language 
Having informal conversations with 
the child 
Hearing grammatically correct 
speech in the home 
Do you believe parents should 
encourage the following ex-
periences in a preschool child, 
when the child expresses in-
terest in them? 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No 
Yes No 
Yes_ No 
Allowing the child to tell of things 
that he has experienced Yes_ No 
Having the child learn to print his 
name 
5. Music 
Singing simple songs 
Allowing a child to play his own 
records on his own record machine 
Practicing rhythmical responses to 
music, as clapping, swaying, 
rocking, etc. 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes No 
Do you believe parents 
should train preschool 
children in the following 
subjects, when the child 
expresses no interest in 
t hem? 
Yes No 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes_ No_ 
Yes No_ 
Yes No 
-
Yes_ No_ 
Yes No 
6. History~ Geography 
Taking trips to various places of 
historical value 
Viewing places of geographical 
interest as the beach, mountains, 
ocean, etc. 
7· Science 
Do you believe parents should 
encourage the following ex-
periences in a preschool child, 
when the child expresses in-
terest in them? 
Yes No 
Yes_ No_ 
Having the How and Why questions 
answered to the best of the parents' 
abilities Yes_ No_ 
Yes _ _ . .No_ Encouraging the child to be curious 
8. Work Habits 
-
Providing simple tasks for the child 
to do by himself 
Learning the proper attitude toward 
work by following parental example 
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No 
Do you be~Teve parents 
should train preschool 
children in the following 
subJects, when the child 
expresses no interest in 
them? 
Yes No_ 
Yes_ No 
Yes No 
Ye's No 
-
Yes_ No 
Yes_ No 
